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FOREWORD 


Bound by a common culture, the Arab 
world of today has boundaries that are very 
similar to those of the empire created during 
the seventh century. 

The pre-moslem Arab was illiterate but 
cherished the oral tradition of poetry as 
much as he loved his tribe and horse. His 
passion for eloquence necessitated a lan¬ 
guage that was rich in vocabulary, precise in 
its use, and capable of expressing all the 
degrees of his passion and pride. 

During the seventh century and under the 
leadership of Islam, the Arabs unified from 
Spain to Persia in less than a century, more 
countries than the Roman empire was to in¬ 
clude in 700 years. Under their control they 
had the remains of some of the most ad¬ 
vanced civilizations the world had known. 
Through the use of the powerful and flexi¬ 
ble arabic language they were able to assi¬ 
milate the best of the preceeding civiliza¬ 
tions. 

Arab orthography was revolutionized and 
ancient classical works were translated into 
arabic; poetry and the arts were patronized. 
Land was irrigated with new canals. New 
roads were opened to encourage industry 
and commerce. Schools and hospitals were 


built. Moslems, Jews and Christians lived in 
an atmosphere of extreme tolerance and 
religious freedom. 

In the midst of this unprecedented cultural 
renaissance and relatively soon after its 
inception, the arabic empire was proving 
too large to be governed from a centralized 
capital. The strong hand needed to hold the 
empire of scattered and diverse provinces 
and tribes was slowly loosing control. 

The beginning of the 13th century witnessed 
the Arabs loosing city after city in Spain and 
saw Jerusalem captured by the crusaders. 
The final blow occured around the middle 
of the century when the Mongols overran 
the eastern part of the empire. This invasion 
added to the pre-existing problems trans¬ 
formed this part of the world from a leader¬ 
ship position to one of the world’s most 
destitute areas. Never in history had a civili¬ 
zation suffered such a sudden and devas¬ 
tating blow. 

For the past few decades the Arab world has 
been overcoming generations of trauma and 
foreign dominance. Unified by a common 
culture and growing stronger through its 
diversity, it is on its way to achieve a new 
level of harmony and prominence. 
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The leather dyers 















“UNITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE ARAB WORLD” 

List of Exhibits 


ALGERIA 
Touaregs 
Two countrymen 
The “Kasbah” 

Ghardaia 
Two generations 

EGYPT 

At the soccer game 
Miss Najoua Fouad 
Khan Al-Khalili, Old Cairo 
The brass craft 
After fishing 
The Old Cafe 

IRAQ 

The taxi 

River and palms 

A kurd from Saleh El-Deen 

JORDAN 

Petra 

Elements 


QATAR 

The Monetary Agency 
The Gulf Hotel, Doha 
The Doha Museum 

SAUDI ARABIA 
Madaen Saleh 
Jeddah 

Children at the shop 
SUDAN 

Reading the newspaper 
Mother and child 
The pillow maker 
Swimmer and the nile 
Woman from the desert 
The fireman 

SYRIA 

Aleppo 

The girl from Tartous 
Door and horizon 


LEBANON 
The broom shop 
Beirut 

Door and steps 


TUNISIA 

“Unity and diversity in the Arab world” 

Hotel Du Lac 

The mosque of Kairouan 


MOROCCO 
The leather dyers 
Children at the museum 
At the market, Fes 
The man from Fes 

OMAN 

Mountains and sky 
Children 
The Nazwa castle 
Old gate 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Fishing boats at sunset 
The dune mover 
The Intercontinental, Dubai 

YEMEN 

The man from Sanaa’ 

Stained window 
Wadi Thahar 
Dar El-Hajjar 


Mokhless AI-Hariri-Rifai 


A native of Syria, Mokhless Al-Hariri-Rifai is a photographer, architect, planner and writer. 
Prior to coming to Washington in 1973, he lived in Paris, France for over a decade where he 
received his PhD in Architecture and Planning from the Ecole des Beaux Arts. In addition to 
his continuing involvement in the Arab world, he currently heads the Georgetown Design 
Group. 
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